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Lieutenant Cuellar has worked in open and 

covert investigations resulting in seizures of 
thousands of pounds of narcotics throughout 
the State of Texas. He also has worked in 
conjunction with other law enforcement agen-
cies in cases involving murder, kidnappings, 
and extortion, and in international investiga-
tions regarding shipment of narcotics with 
Federal and State law enforcement agencies 
in the United States and Mexico. He has also 
been recognized by the Department of De-
fense and the United States Army for his as-
sistance in the return of a wounded U.S. sol-
dier to the United States. 

While working in law enforcement, he met 
his wife, Veronica Cuellar, who is employed 
with the United States Probation Office. They 
have two beautiful children, Zachary and 
Casey, both of whom currently attend St. Au-
gustine School in Laredo, Texas. I wish him 
and his family the best in his well-deserved re-
tirement from an accomplished and highly re-
garded law enforcement career. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to have had 
this time to recognize the dedication and com-
mitment of Lieutenant Martin Cuellar, Jr., to 
the law enforcement community in south 
Texas. 
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HONORING MICHAEL OAKLEY 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate and recognize the brav-
ery of Mr. Michael Oakley of Savannah, Ten-
nessee. On the night of April 13, 2005, Mr. 
Oakley showed the highest form of human 
compassion when he risked his own life to 
save an unknown motorist trapped in a vehicle 
that was engulfed in flames following a traffic 
accident. Despite the extreme heat of the fire 
and suffering from severe burns, Mr. Oakley 
returned to the wrecked sport utility vehicle 
multiple times, determined to save another 
man’s life. Thankfully, Mr. Oakley was suc-
cessful. 

In honor of this astounding act of selfless-
ness, Mr. Michael Oakley was awarded the 
Carnegie Medal for Extraordinary Civilian Her-
oism. This award is given by the Carnegie 
Hero Fund Commission and Mr. Oakley was 
one of only 19 to receive this recognition. He 
was chosen for this award due to his out-
standing courage which should stand as an in-
spiration to all men and women across Ten-
nessee and our Nation. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in both thanking and congratulating Mr. Mi-
chael Oakley for his heroism; he is indeed, a 
worthy recipient of this outstanding honor. And 
may God bless all of the Michael Oakleys of 
America. 
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TRIBUTE TO U.S. ARMY CHIEF 
WARRANT OFFICER CHARLIE 
RAY PARKER, JR. 

HON. JO ANN DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mrs. JO ANN DAVIS of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to an ex-

ceptional officer in the United States Army, 
CWO5 Charlie Ray Parker, Jr., upon his retire-
ment after 40 years of distinguished service. 
Throughout his career, first as an enlisted 
Army private, then as a non-commissioned of-
ficer, and finally as a commissioned warrant 
officer, Warrant Officer Parker personified the 
seven Army values, particularly those of duty, 
integrity, respect, and selfless service across 
the many missions the Army asked him to 
execute. It is my privilege to recognize his 
many accomplishments. I commend his su-
perb service to the United States Army and 
this great Nation. 

Beginning his career in March 1967, War-
rant Officer Parker entered into active duty 
from the State of Virginia as an enlisted sol-
dier. He achieved the rank of staff sergeant 
while serving as a motor sergeant in the First 
Battalion (Airborne), 325th Infantry Regiment, 
82nd Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina. Staff Sergeant Parker served in the 
82nd Airborne Division from March 1970 until 
receiving his appointment as a warrant officer 
in March 1977. His formula for success was 
simple, ‘‘work hard to accomplish your mission 
and take care of your soldiers,’’ a formula he 
still follows today. 

In June 1987, then Chief Warrant Officer 3 
Parker served as the staff maintenance techni-
cian for the Logistic Readiness Division, 200th 
Theater Army Materiel Management Center in 
Zweibruecken, Germany. He was the principal 
automotive maintenance technical advisor to 
the Commander. As such, Warrant Officer 
Parker was singularly responsible for the in-
creased readiness status in the 600 units of 
United States Army, Europe. His total dedica-
tion to this vital mission was a key to maintain-
ing theater war fighting capability and allowed 
for the smooth deployment of U.S. V and VII 
Corps units to Operation Desert Storm in 
Southwest Asia. 

By December 2000, Warrant Officer Parker 
was the Plans and Training Development 
Branch Chief, managing the development, im-
plementation, and evaluation of training for the 
Warrant Officer Candidate Course, Staff 
Course, and Senior Staff Course for active 
and reserve component Warrant Officers. He 
also laid the groundwork for the Warrant Offi-
cer Mentorship Program, which is now imple-
mented throughout the United States Army. As 
the most senior warrant officer in the Army 
Ordnance Corps, he used his position to en-
sure African-American soldiers were provided 
the same opportunities due every soldier who 
attended Army Warrant Officer Career 
Courses. His genuine concern for the welfare 
and development of warrant officers and can-
didates proves an enduring inspiration to all. 

Most recently, as the senior evaluator for 
the $1.6 billion combat logistics support sys-
tem—Global Combat Support System—Army 
(Field and Tactical), Warrant Officer Parker 
developed an operational test and evaluation 
strategy for the Enterprise Planning Solution 
designed to ensure enterprise elements such 
as supply, maintenance, property, finance, and 
task organization processes are adequately 
evaluated in accordance with public law. This 
new system will transform Army logistics by 
ensuring direct support of Joint Force and 
Army military operations ranging from garrison 
duty to expeditionary deployments, ultimately 
reducing the need for forward deployed logisti-
cians. 

On behalf of Congress and the United 
States of America, I thank Chief Warrant Offi-

cer 5 Parker for his commitment, sacrifice, and 
contribution throughout these 40 years. I con-
gratulate him on completing an exceptional 
and extremely successful career. 
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IN MEMORY OF MAYOR JOHN 
REDDING, JR. 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart that I rise to honor the memory 
and celebrate the life of Mayor John Redding, 
Jr., of Franklin County, Pennsylvania. John 
Redding passed away on Monday, May 21, 
from complications from heart surgery. It is 
with sadness, but with fond memories and the 
promise of his ascension to a better place that 
I honor John Redding’s life and memory 
today. 

As a resident of Chambersburg for 51 
years, Redding was the very definition of pub-
lic service. For almost all his life, John was an 
active member of his community, serving on 
the Chambersburg Board of Directors, as 
chairman of the Letterkenny Industrial Devel-
opment Authority, as a council representative, 
and later as mayor of Chambersburg Borough, 
his hometown and the community to which he 
dedicated his life. 

As a man of deep faith, brave courage and 
impassioned loyalty, Redding made his com-
munity a better place to work and live. The 
outpouring of support from his friends and 
neighbors upon his passing is a testament to 
the way he lived his life and a sign that the 
legacy he left on Chambersburg and the 
whole of Franklin County will not be forgotten. 

More than this, it is my privilege to have 
known John personally and to have called him 
my friend. He and my family worked closely 
over 30 years to make Franklin County a bet-
ter place to live and work and his effort was 
not in vain. Franklin County continues to be a 
showcase for economic investment, growth 
and opportunity in central Pennsylvania. Its 
success bears the mark of John’s tireless ef-
forts. 

John was a pillar of dedication, commitment 
and leadership. He will be missed, but never 
forgotten. 

f 

EMERGENCY CHILD CARE 
SERVICES ACT OF 2007 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to introduce the Emer-
gency Child Care Services Act of 2007 which 
reaffirms the Federal Government’s commit-
ment to helping children and families as they 
recover from acts of terrorism, major disasters 
or other emergencies. 

After Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, more 
than 3,000 licensed child care facilities along 
the Gulf Coast were damaged or destroyed. 
Parents needed a safe place to leave their 
children while working, looking for employ-
ment, cleaning debris from their homes, filing 
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claims with their insurance companies or 
working with Federal, State and local agencies 
to address their disaster-related needs. 

However, while 3,045 licensed child care 
centers were eligible, just 10 centers in Lou-
isiana and only one in Mississippi received 
Federal assistance. There were 1,690 eligible 
centers in my home state of Mississippi alone. 
I understand that numerous centers are still 
going through the appeals process with FEMA 
and have yet to rebuild and reopen. 

I introduced this legislation to amend the 
Stafford Act to ensure that emergency child 
care is recognized as a ‘‘critical service’’ in the 
aftermath of a terrorist attack, major disaster 
or other emergency. 

While provisions of the Stafford Act provide 
assistance to private nonprofit facilities that 
provide critical services, emergency child care 
is not listed as one. Passage of this measure 
will designate emergency child care as a crit-
ical service and let families know that in the 
time of a disaster, the need for childcare will 
not be forgotten. 

In an effort to rebuild and restore child care 
operations in my home State of Mississippi, 
the Mississippi Early Care and Education In-
frastructure Initiative was formed by Mis-
sissippi State University in partnership with 
Chevron, Save the Children, and the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation. 

The goals of the Initiative were to quickly re-
open the thousands of child care centers dam-
aged or destroyed by the hurricanes, to retrain 
staff and upgrade curriculum materials and 
play equipment, and to prepare for future 
emergencies. 

Further, the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services approved child care waivers 
for $60 million so that parents were provided 
with vouchers for 60 days for much-needed 
child care services while working or looking for 
work. These waivers lifted Federal require-
ments for State matching funds and went di-
rectly to the States to administer their Child 
Care and Development Funds. There was a 
huge bottleneck with this process and numer-
ous centers and parents were unaware of 
these resources. Further, many parents that 
received these vouchers were unable to find 
operational child care facilities. 

I applaud the efforts of the Initiative fonned 
in Mississippi and am thankful that the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services re-
sponded quickly to the affected states. June 
1st marks the beginning of 2007 hurricane 
season. We must be sure to let families know 
that the Federal Government is doing its part 
to ensure that critical services are available in 
the event of another large-scale disaster or 
even a major terrorist attack. Enactment of the 
Emergency Child Care Services Act is the way 
to do it. 

f 

FEDERAL HOUSING FINANCE 
REFORM ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 22, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1427) to reform 
the regulation of certain housing-related 

Government-sponsored enterprises, and for 
other purposes, with Mr. PASTOR (Acting 
Chairman) in the chair. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise today in support of H.R. 1427, the 
Federal Housing Finance Reform Act, and 
commend Chairman BARNEY FRANK for his 
hard work to develop a comprehensive, bipar-
tisan government-sponsored enterprise, GSE, 
reform bill. 

This legislation will restore accountability by 
strengthening federal oversight of Fannie Mae, 
Freddie Mac, and the 12 Federal Home Loan 
Banks. It will consolidate regulation of the 
housing GSEs under the Federal Housing Fi-
nance Agency, a new, independent agency. 
The Federal Housing Finance Agency will be 
authorized to adjust the enterprises’ risk-based 
capitol and even limit the size of their port-
folios for a limited time, if necessary to ensure 
their safety and soundness. 

H.R. 1427 also establishes an Affordable 
Housing Fund, which will be financed by a re-
quired contribution from Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac of only 0.012 percent of their 
total mortgage portfolio each year. The fund 
will annually contribute approximately $500 
million to the construction, maintenance, and 
preservation of affordable housing. 

The Affordable Housing Fund is an impor-
tant step toward ensuring access to safe, af-
fordable housing for all Americans, regardless 
of socioeconomic status or geographic region. 
In its first year, the funds will be used entirely 
to build much-needed homes throughout the 
region devastated by Hurricane Katrina. In 
subsequent years, the grants from the fund 
will be administered by states, and Minnesota 
will receive an estimated $6.5 million each 
year to build affordable housing for the most 
vulnerable families. 

I applaud Chairman FRANK for bringing for-
ward a comprehensive and fair bill. I am par-
ticularly pleased that in contrast to last years’ 
efforts, H.R. 1427 does not include language 
restricting faith-based and nonprofit organiza-
tions from receiving affordable housing funds 
for participation in nonpartisan voter registra-
tion and get-out-the-vote activities. Congress 
should put the needs of American families be-
fore political ideology, and this bill does just 
that. 

The Federal Housing Finance Reform Act 
has the support of the Bush Administration, as 
well as Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, numerous 
other financial institutions, lenders, realtors, 
housing advocates, and many other housing 
organizations. 

Access to safe and stable housing is a 
basic need and one that no individual or family 
should ever be denied. I urge my colleagues 
to join me in voting for H.R. 1427. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO FRANCIS JOHNSON 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate Francis 
‘‘Frank’’ Johnson’s accomplished career and 
influential musical legacy. Born in 1792 in 
Philadelphia, Johnson was well known as a 
professional musician by age 20. Overcoming 
the barriers of racism, Johnson achieved in-

credible success even in the face of such ra-
cial strife, composing over 300 pieces of 
music. Further, in a time when professional 
musicians were a rarity in the United States, 
Johnson established a career with incredible 
variety and importance that has had an impact 
on countless modern musicians. 

Johnson trained with Richard Wills, the 
West Point band leader, and quickly mastered 
many instruments like the keyed bugle. He 
published his first composition, ‘‘A Collection 
of New Cotillions,’’ in 1818, and soon became 
one of Philadelphia’s premier musicians. John-
son’s vast musical accomplishments were 
noted by author Robert Walsh in 1819, com-
menting: ‘‘In fine, he is the leader of the band 
at all balls, public and private; sole director of 
all serenades, acceptable and unacceptable; 
inventor-general of cotillions; to which add, a 
remarkable taste in distorting a sentimental, 
simple, and beautiful song, into a reel, jig or 
country-dance.’’ 

It is an honor to recognize a figure who was 
able to overcome incredible hardships to cre-
ate a legacy that has affected countless gen-
erations. I ask you and my other distinguished 
colleagues to join me in commending Francis 
Johnson for his renowned musical achieve-
ments and lasting influence. 

f 

CONGRATULATING WILLIAM AND 
ESTHER DAVIDOWITZ AS THEY 
ARE HONORED AS ‘‘PILLARS OF 
THE COMMUNITY’’ IN WILKES- 
BARRE PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 24, 2007 

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask you and my esteemed colleagues 
in the House of Representatives to pay tribute 
to William and Esther Davidowitz who are 
being honored as Amudei Tzibur, or Pillars of 
the Community, by Temple Israel in Wilkes- 
Barre, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. and Mrs. Davidowitz will be formally 
honored at Temple Israel’s annual dinner to 
be held Wednesday, June 13, 2007. 

Mr. and Mrs. Davidowitz are regarded as 
exemplary role models due to their achieve-
ments in both the Jewish community and the 
greater Wyoming Valley community. 

Born in Brooklyn, New York and raised in 
Hazleton, Pennsylvania, Mr. Davidowitz 
served in the United States Army during World 
War II and later attended Penn State Univer-
sity where he graduated with a bachelor’s de-
gree in business administration. He joined his 
family’s shoe business in Hazleton and later 
moved to the Wilkes-Barre area to establish 
the Penn Footwear Company in Nanticoke. 

Mr. Davidowitz is a past chairman of the 
United Jewish Appeal and he remains active 
in the Jewish Federation and he is a trustee 
at the Jewish Community Center in Wilkes- 
Barre. He has served on the boards of Temple 
Israel, the Jewish Community Center, Fox Hill 
Country Club and Penn State University, Leh-
man Campus. 

Mr. and Mrs. Davidowitz were instrumental 
in the creation and dedication of many com-
munity projects including the United Hebrew 
Institute Art Room, the Davidowitz Lounge at 
the Jewish Community Center and the building 
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